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Subject-Geography

Code of the Course GEG800 T

Title of the Course URBAN GEOGRAPHY

Qualification Level 
of the Course 

NHEQF Level 6.5

Credit of the course 4

Type of the course Discipline Centric Core Course in Geography

Delivery type of the 
Course 

Lecture (40+20 = 60).  The 40 hours for content delivery and 20 hours 
of diagnostic assessment, formative assessment, and subject/ class 
activity, problem solving.

Prerequisites Fundamental understanding of geographical concepts & phenomena 

Co-requisites None 

Objectives of the 
course 

To develop geographical understanding of urban spaces and ability to 
apply learning of urban geography in solving real world problems. 

Learning outcomes To understand site evolution, growth and classification of cities.

To provide scientific study of urban settlements and morphology.

To understand potential solutions to problems of urbanization.

Focuses on core concepts of town planning, helping students to
prepare for better careers in this field.

Syllabus

UNIT - I Nature, scope and development of urban geography, urban concepts. 
Origin and growth of urban centers: ancient and medieval age. Process 
of urbanization: trends of urbanization in the world. Urbanization In 
India, development of metropolitan cities in India. 

,

UNIT - II
Classification of urban centers: views of Mumford and Griffith Taylor. 
Development of conurbation and megalopolises: North Eastern Sea 
board of USA, Rhine- Ruhr conurbations, Mumbai and Kolkata 
conurbations in India. Theories of urban system: the law of primate 



city and the rank size rule. Central place theories: Christaller’s central 
place system, Losch’s economic landscape.

-
-

-

UNIT - III
Urban land use: human ecology and urban land use models of Burgess, 
Harris-Ullman and Hoyt. Central business district (CBD): criteria and 
methods of areal definition, historical process and CBD. Zone in 
transition: Concept and Characteristics. Functional classification of 
cities: empirical and statistical methods. Centripetal and centrifugal 
forces of urban growth. 

-
-

UNIT - IV
Rural urban fringe: concept, criteria of delimitation and characteristics. 
Morphology of Indian cities: ancient, medieval and modern planned 
cities of India with special studies of Jaipur and Chandigarh cities. 
Concept of basic and non-basic functions, internal functional structure 
of urban centers. Social structure in urban areas of India, social 
segregation in Indian cities.  

-
-

UNIT - V Urban Policies: Smart city mission, National Urban Policy Framework 
(MoH & Urban Affairs). Prospect report of UN, SDG framework for 
Urban Area Development - Goal 11. Urban society: Slum development 
and problems; Gentrification, Social exclusion. Urban Environment: 
Urban heat island effect, solid waste management in urban areas, urban 
floods. Urban Planning: Study of Master plans of Udaipur and Jaipur 
cities. 
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Suggested Readings

/

Text Books
Bansal, S. C., Urban Geography, Minakshi Publication, Meruth, 2000,
(Hindi).

,

Verma, L.N., Urban Geography, Rawat Books Publications, 2006.

Carter, Harlod, The Study of Urban Geography, Arnold-Heinemann
Publishers (India) Private Ltd., New Delhi, 1982.

Kundu, A., Urban Development and Urban Research in India, Khanna
Publication, 1992

Reference Books
Dickinson, R. E., City and Region, Routledge, London, 1964.

Herbert, David T. and Colin J. Thomas, Urban Geography: A First
Approach, John Wiley and Sons, New York, 1982.

Mumford, L., The Cultures of Cities, Harcourt, Brace and Co. Inc.,
London, 1938.

Murphy, R. E., The American City: An Urban Geography, McGraw Hill
Book Co., New York, 1966.

Suggested E-
resources

https://www.india.gov.in/topics/infrastructure/urban

https://bhuvan.nrsc.gov.in/home/

https://sdgs.un.org/goals/goal11

https://smartcities.gov.in/

https://vedas.sac.gov.in/usis/index.html


